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I remember sketching spaceships in the first grade from encyclopedia articles about Werner von Braun. The 
b&w photo attached is of me at age 8 in my Captain Video uniform. Captain Video was one of the better TV sci-fi 
serials of the mid-1950s. About that time I would sit at my bedroom window looking out over a patchy side lawn. I 
imagined I was at the helm of my spaceship, flying over all sorts of planetary landscapes. I arranged Tinkertoys on the 
inside sill for controls. As I grew older I devoured all the short stories and novels I could find in the public library by 
Van Vogt, Asimov, Blish, Heinlein and Arthur C. Clarke. These adventures fascinated and inspired me.  

In my high school science club I aided and abetted in the construction of a working linear accelerator from an 
old TV picture tube, copper wire for field coils, a vacuum pump borrowed from the chemistry lab and several feet of 
PVC pipe. I and a cohort wrapped the picture tube in a sheet and dropped it from our second-floor meeting room 
window into a courtyard to get the electron gun. In my senior year I built a magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) generator 
from a magnetron tube, two spark plugs and a propane torch. It won second prize in the Westinghouse Science Talent 
Search. 

Star Trek hit during my second year in engineering school. The seed had already taken root. The past 21 years 
I’ve been a nuclear engineer. Daily concerns took precedence but the spark never died.  Only in the past four years has 
it found expression. The color photo attached is current day, current rank. I never thought I’d have the chance to fulfill 
a dream from childhood. Though real life priorities intervened last summer, for 21 months I had the privilege of 
launching and commanding a starship through her shakedown and first year in commission. I and my founding 
crewmates will always be “plank-owners” in the U.S. Naval tradition. As my time frees up again, I look forward to 
serving STARFLEET at the regional or Fleet level. �

ANNIVERSARIES!

USS Northern Lights NCC 27001
12/01/1993

USS William O Darby NCC 12474
12/16/2002

USS Dragons Cub NCC 81003
01/25/1998

COMMISSIONINGS!

USS GOLDEN GATE NCC-2562
USS KARME NCC-80117
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From trektoday.com: 

With the holidays rapidly 
approaching, CBS Consumer 

Products has launched a new line 
of Star Trek merchandise that 
should be of interest to those 
shopping for Star Trek fans.

For those who would like to 
proclaim their Starfleet Academy 

pride, the Starfleet Academy 
Campus Store launched November 
16th, featuring apparel and other 

branded gear.

Shop Today!

http://starfleetacademystore.com/





• San Jose Super Toy Show (DEC 4, 2010)
Location:  San Jose, California (United States)
Description: More than 100 toy dealers selling a variety of vintage and modern toys and collectibles.
Contact: 532 S. Bascom Ave., San Jose, CA 95128  Phone: 408-298-1709
EMAIL: artapartment@yahoo.com
Venue: Santa Clara County Fairgrounds

344 Tully Road, San Jose, CA

• Amazing Arizona Comic Con (JAN 8-9, 2011)
Location: Mesa, Arizona (United States)
Description: Comic convention
Contact:  No postal contact information available.
EMAIL: info@amazingarizonacomiccon.com
Guests: Robert Kirkman, Rob Liefeld, Jeph Loeb, Mike Choi, Sonia Oback, John Layman, 

Cory Walker, Ryan Ottley
Venue: Mesa Convention Center

263 N. Center St., Mesa, AZ 85211

• Gallifrey One (FEB 18-20, 2011)
Location: Los Angeles, California (United States)
Description: Annual North American Doctor Who convention
Contact: PO Box 8022, Van Nuys, CA 91406
EMAIL: info@gallifreyone.com
Guests: Peter Davison, Janet Fielding, Sarah Sutton, Matthew Waterhouse, John Leeson, 

Tracie Simpson, Peter Bennett, Tom Price, Kai Owen, Ian McNeice, Jane Espenson, 
Sheridan Smith, Doris Egan, Gareth Roberts, Phil Ford, James Moran, Neill Gorton

Venue: Los Angeles Airport Marriott Hotel 
5855 West Century Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90045, Phone: 310-641-5700

• CONDOR (FEB 25-27, 2011)
Location: San Diego, California (United States)
Description: Science Fiction and Fantasy Convention
Contact: P.O. Box 15771, San Diego, CA 92175-5771
EMAIL: www.condorcon.org
Guests: Gregory Benford (NASA Advisor, Author), David Brin (Author)
Venue: Town and Country Resort and Convention Center

500 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, California 92108 
Tel:(619) 291-7131 Fax: (619) 291-3584 Reservations: 1-800-77-ATLAS

Convention Data brought you by Fanboy's Convention List: www.fanboyslist.com

��������	
����
������ ����	���



DECEMBER 2010

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

1

8

15

2 3 4

9 10 11

5 6 7

12 13 14

JANUARY 2011
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

FEBRUARY 2011

8 9 10 11

15 16 17 18

22 23 24 25

29 30 31

12

19

26

6 7

13 14

20 21

27 28

1 2 3 4 5

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

22

29

16 17 18

23 24 25

30 31

19 20 21

26 27 28

��������	
����
������ ����	���
MSRs are due the 5th of Every Month. - Send to the RC.

�  2 – Hanukkah
�  5 – MSRs Due
�  7 – Pearl Harbor Day
�  21 – Winter Solstice
�  25 – Christmas Day
�  26 – Boxing Day
�  31 – New Year's Eve

�  1 - New Year's Day
�  5 – MSRs Due
�  17 – MLK Day

�  2 – Groundhog Day 
�  5 - MSRs Due
�  20 - Articles Due
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Regional Coordinator
RADM Chrissy Killian
region4rc@gmail.com

Vice Regional Coordinator  
RADMJennifer Cole

ussangeles@gmail.com

Shakedown Operations Director
RADM Dave Pitts
shoc@region4.org

Regional Newsletter Editor
LCDR Joshua Andrews
newsletter@region4.org

Regional Awards Director
Now Accepting Applications

region4rc@gmail.com

Webmaster
CAPT Jonathan Connor
webmaster@region4.org

http://www.region4.org http://www.sfi.org

Chapter MSRs
Send to the RC and SFI OPS

region4rc@gmail.com & ops@sfi.org

Shakedown MSRs
Send to the RC and SFI ShOC

region4rc@gmail.com & shoc@sfi.org

STARFLEET Quartermaster
qm@sfi.org url: http://qm.sfi.org

Commander, STARFLEET
FADM Sal Lizard

cs@sfi.org

Vice Commander, STARFLEET
VADM Dave Blaser

vcs@sfi.org

Chief of Operations
VADM Jerry Tien

ops@sfi.org

Chief of Communications
RADM Jon Lane
comm@sfi.org

Commandant, SFI Academy
Admiral Peg Pellerin

academy@sfi.org

Chief of Computer Operations
COMM John Halliday

compops@sfi.org

Chief Financial Officer
COMM Michael Stein

cfo@sfi.org

Communique Submissions
cq@sfi.org

Membership Processing
membership@sfi.org
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LAS VEGAS — This year’s Las Vegas “Star Trek” Convention, a Creation Entertainment event, was the first I’ve attended in many years. It 
was great fun and I’ll always remember it, but it was not for the faint-hearted “Star Trek” fan! Especially when you’re trying to break a world 
record in costumes. More about that later.

Just walking to the convention area in the Las Vegas Hilton was like a gauntlet for anyone unaccustomed to being stared at. There 
was, oddly, no indication in the main hotel and casino that there was a “Star Trek” convention going on, so I heard people asking about the 
costumes all the time. You’d think they’d never seen a Vulcan priestess hitting the Double Diamond slots! One Japanese gentleman, confused 
by a group of Romulans in the hotel deli, asked haltingly if it were Halloween. I told him, “There’s a ‘Star Trek’ convention.” The gentleman 
said, “Oh, Star Trek!” That, he understood. 

The costume issue mushroomed when the time came to attempt to break the Guinness Book World Record for Most “Star Trek” 
Costumed People in One Place. I was asked in the parking structure, on the sidewalk and in the casino what was going on. I expect someone in 
Starfleet uniform looked like a safe person to ask. I’ll bet they didn’t ask the Elvis-Gorn! OK, his jumpsuit might have been off-putting. 
But curious and confused “outworlders” aside, I was on a mission. Luis Valentine, aka Ambassador Soval, and I would represent the USS 
Angeles in the record-breaking attempt. There we were, hundreds of us, in more costumes than I ever remember seeing before. I saw Sybok 
and T’Pring, gangster Kirk and Spock, Sevens of Nine (a mother-daughter pair), Elaan of Elaan  of Troyius, Nona the Kanutu, Kes, Neelix 
and enough Klingons and Feddies to start a war — or a peaceful alliance. We were handed numbered keepsake tickets as we entered the room. 
I was No. 267. We had to beat the previous record of 507, held by a group in Germany. It started to look like we weren’t going to make it, so 
they re-opened the doors and scoured the halls for more people. Luis  got in toward the end, No. 531 of 543. Yes, we set a new record! And 
Creation announced there will be a new effort every year to keep ahead of competing attempts, so Riverside, Iowa, future birthplace of James 
Tiberius Kirk, will probably be disappointed in this for some time to come.

On the subject of costumes, there were some interesting twists on this year’s costume contest. There were guest judges, so it wasn’t 
the noise level of the audience that chose the winners this time. This may have been more fair, since they judged by effort and ingenuity. A pair 
of Romulans, a Klingon and a mama Tribble won. They added a special mention prize because a paired Kes and Neelix were so well-done and 
unusual. But what I found interesting was the judges encouraging people on stage to display some character and flair. This meant Ambassador 
Soval’s Vulcan stoicism made little impression. I think a Koon-ut Kal-if-fee outfit, weapon and pon farr demeanor might score a win. But, by 
the way, the prizes were Creation certificates, not cash. 

Of course, I saw at least some of the guest appearances by actors  of the various “Star Trek: series.  I joined Angeles member Jackie 
Freeman and a couple of friends from the online Zachary Quinto Community (ZQC) in the big auditorium. Avery Brooks and Chase Masterson 
(Sisko and Leeta) both sang sultry jazz. Janeway and Q were spoofed in an improvisation skit. William Shatner and Leonard Nimoy (Kirk and 
Spock) were joined by Patrick Stewart (Picard), and the audience went crazy. I read somewhere that they had never all been on stage together 
before. True or not, I’m glad I saw it. Those old guys took my breath away. There was obvious camaraderie between the performers. Brent 
Spiner (Data) joined Stewart during his appearance. Jeri Ryan (Seven of Nine)  joined Jonathan Frakes (Riker) during his. This is obviously 
the way they make these appearances fun, after doing them for so many years. And instead of telling well-worn stories, the “Voyager” crew 
spent their time joking and being silly together. It was like being invited to a private party.

Speaking of parties: I have to say those gatherings are exhausting for typically aging Trekkies like myself. But there were parties I 
just had to attend. First, there was The Party on Risa, hosted by Eugene “Rod” Roddenberry Jr., son of creator Gene Roddenberry, for “Star 
Trek” fans. Angeles Founder and First Officer Janice Willcocks met up with Luis, my ZQC friends Lisa and Lindsay, and me at the entrance of 
“Risa," which was really the outdoor pool lounge Bare at the Mirage. Only a certain number would be allowed in, so we had to get in line 
early. It stayed very hot all night, making the 2 1/2-hour wait in line a misery. We finally got through the door and were greeted with a free 
drink ticket, a fresh lei and a horga’hn necklace. Thank goodness Luis had friends already inside – they let us share their cabana seating. It was 
heaven. Fans and misters ran constantly, cooling and reviving us. We nursed expensive drinks and people-watched since the music was too 
loud for conversation.  Former USS Angeles members Boyd Harmon and Eric Stillwell, who wrote episodes such as “Yesterday’s Enterprise” 
of “TNG,” came by to hang out and pose for photos with us. 

But there were no photo opportunities with Rod, Garrett Wang (Harry Kim), Chase Masterson or other VIP’s. They were separated 
from the rest of us on an upper level, above a glowing waterfall. Even a Borg Queen who came out and said a few words didn’t come down to 
mingle. Was this for security’s sake or because fans are really that annoying? No matter; the party the next night would be much cozier.
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Luis and I attended a Trekkie wedding the next night, there in the 
Hilton’s chapel. The bridal party and guests were mostly “Star Trek” 
fans and former staffers of Star Trek: The Experience. It was a short 
ceremony, and probably the last that chapel will see with so many 
costumed attendees. We rode the glass elevator to party with a 
penthouse view of the Strip. The cake had the Enterprise on it in 
pastels, and Jell-O shots had names like “Data’s Blue Skies” and “Red 
Alert” written on the cups. 

At one point, a young Klingon heard his favorite dance tune 
come on, so he whipped off his jacket and boogied in a rainbow tank 
top. After a while, everyone wanted to go to the Space Quest Bar, so 
we all paraded through the casino to get a James Tea Kirk or the like 
in a souvenir alien glass. That was something I especially wanted to 
do, in any case; the Space Quest Bar won’t be around much longer.
Everyone had something special they wanted to do at the convention. 
Jackie went to the Nevada Pops performance of Star Trek Music, 
which must have been wonderful. Luis circulated as Ambassador 
Soval and attended the Star Trek: The Experience panel. Janice  made 
a special point of seeing Stewart, who hasn’t appeared at a convention 
in a long while, and checking the dealer room for new merchandise. I 
got my Space Quest Bar souvenir and one more chance to see Shatner 
and Nimoy. 

Next year the Las Vegas convention will be at the Rio Suites 
on Flamingo Road. Maybe the “Star Trek” (2009) cast will be there. 

That would be something special to see. �
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DISCLAIMER – The Opinions expressed in 
this article are the author's own. Thanks.

CELEBRITY PASSINGS 
A Respectful Remembrance:

GEORGE REEVES AND FARRAH FAWCETT

Written By: Dave Pitts – USS Peacekeeper




